
Summer Reading Assignment
English 9 College Prep
Ms. Camerieri

Dear Incoming Ninth Graders,

For summer reading, please read one novel from the following options:

Paper Towns by John Green
Big Mouth, Ugly Girl by Joyce Carol Oates*

*Copies are available at the high school counseling office if you have trouble obtaining one.

In the novel Paper Towns, we learn that “paper towns” are basically invented places created by
cartographers (map-makers) to ensure that no one plagiarizes their maps. If a paper town created
by Bob, for instance, shows up on Jill’s map, then Bob knows that Jill copied his map instead of
putting in the work to create her own.  Paper towns are therefore sometimes referred to as
phantom settlements or copyright traps, and the effect of them is to capture those who falsely
represent themselves or their work.  This false representation of oneself has much to do with
both books.

With this in mind, please respond to the following two questions in a four paragraph essay. Your
first paragraph should be your introduction with a thesis statement, your middle two paragraphs
should address question #1, and your last paragraph should address question #2 and offer some
type of concluding statement.

1. Consider the two main characters of your selected novel: Quentin (“Q”) and Margot in
Paper Towns, and Ursula and Matt in Big Mouth, Ugly Girl.  In your opinion, which of
these characters, or how are these characters, like “paper towns” -- artificial, empty, or
maybe image-focused?  In other words, which of these characters are pretending to be
something or someone that they really are not?  Why do they create false images, and do
they come to see the truth of who they are?  Please use at least TWO specific examples
and evidence from the book to support your opinion.

2. Additionally, please end your response with one paragraph describing a time or situation
in which you felt like you or others you’ve known were creating a “paper town” in their
own personality or life experience. Maybe you or they were trying to fit in by pretending
to be someone else, or maybe just trying to sound cooler by creating a false story about
personal experience.  Did you or the other person keep this paper town, or get rid of it
when it was no longer needed?  Why?



Formatting:

1. Length: one page typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman 12 point font
2. Four paragraphs long: introduction, example #1, example #2, personal

connection/conclusion
3. Please try your best to have a THESIS STATEMENT in the first paragraph that is

underlined.
4. Margins: one inch left, right, top, and bottom

HAVE A NICE SUMMER!


